
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY TAKEN AT A 

SPECIAL MEETING ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2024, at 7:45 AM. 

 

Those present: Scott Chappuis, Denice Skinner, Gregory Walls, Miles Matt, and Marie Centanni 

 

Those absent: Nathanael Johnson and Jaci Russo 

 

DDA staff present: Kevin Blanchard, Rachel Holland and Amy Trahan 

 

The meeting was called to order by Matt. 

 

Public comment process is attached to the end of the agenda for individuals wishing to address 

the Board on agenda items. Request to speak must be submitted prior to the discussion of the 

item.  Individuals are allowed three minutes for comments. 

 

Administrative Approvals/Reports 

November Financials were presented for approval. Skinner motioned to approve as presented, 

Chappuis seconded, all voted in favor.  

 

December Financials were presented for approval. Centanni motioned to approve as presented, 

Skinner seconded, all voted in favor.  

 

January Regular Meeting Minutes were presented for approval. motioned to approve as 

presented, seconded, all voted in favor.  

 

January Special Meeting Minutes were presented for approval. motioned to approve as 

presented, seconded, all voted in favor.  

 

CUP: 522 Jefferson 

Holland noted that 522 Jefferson is seeking a conditional use permit for a speakwasy bar concept 

with a capacity of 49. Holland further noted that they will be allowing age 21 and older 

admintance. 

 

Walls motioned to recommend 522 Jefferson for a CUP permit, Chappuis seconded, all voted in 

favor. 

 

Resolutions 

Skinner motioned to approve a Resolution of the Board of Directors authorizing the negotiation 

of cooperative endeavor agreement on behalf of the Downtown Development Authority with the 

Downtown Lafayette Economic Development District to reimburse up to $167,000 for Lee 

Avenue Streetscape match with State of Louisiana, Centanni seconded, all voted in favor. 

 

Centanni motioned to approve a Resolution of the Board of Directors authorizing negotiation of 

cooperative endeavor agreement on behalf of the Downtown Development Authority with 

Downtown Lafayette Economic Development District to reimburse up to $20,000 for Railroad 

Area Redevelopment planning match with LPTFA, Skinner seconded, all voted in favor. 

 



Centanni motioned to approve a Resolution of the Board of Directors authorizing negotiation of 

cooperative endeavor agreement on behalf of the Downtown Development Authority with 

Downtown Lafayette Economic Development District to reimburse up to $25,000 for planning 

and design services associated with landscaping along Jefferson Street, Chappuis seconded, all 

voted in favor. 

 

Centanni motioned to approve a Resolution of the Board of Directors authorizing negotiation of 

cooperative endeavor agreement on behalf of the Downtown Development Authority with 

Downtown Lafayette Economic Development District to reimburse up to $25,000 for planning 

and design services associated with public plaza along Parc Sans Souci, Skinner seconded, all 

voted in favor. 

 

Centanni motioned to approve a Resolution of the Board of Directors authorizing negotiation of 

cooperative endeavor agreement on behalf of the Downtown Development Authority with 

Downtown Lafayette Economic Development District to fund $200,000 for the planning, design, 

and installation of Public Space Fundamentals: including streetscape elements, gateway features, 

lighting, pedestrian safety features, landscaping, hardscaping, planters, bollards, drinking 

fountains, trash receptacles, street furniture, and public art, Skinner seconded, all voted in favor. 

 

Chappuis motioned to approve Resolution of the Board of Directors revising the Vehicle 

Allowance Policy, Skinner seconded, all voted in favor. Blanchard noted that his vehicle is a 

Ford Bronco. 

 

Updates 

DLU - Hauerwas noted that the Parc Sans Souci Playground is expecting a March 15 completion 

date. Hauerwas also noted that tickets are on sale for the Mayor-President Breakfast with newly 

elected Mayor-President Boulet. Hauwerwas further noted that tickets are on sale for the Annual 

Crawfish Boil fundraiser. 

 

One Acadiana – Breaux noted that a winner has been selected in the Small Business Challenge 

and an announcement will be made an upcoming press conference. Breaux further noted that the 

Leadership Exchange trip to Grand Rapides, MI will take place September 18 through 20. 

 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

Other Business 

There was no further business, and the meeting was adjourned. 






























